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It was upbraided to that excellent poet, that he was an
enemy to the writings of his predecessor, Lucilius, because he
had said, Lndlium lutuknhtm Jluere, that he ran muddy;
and that he ought to have retrenched from his satires many
unnecessary verses. But Horace makes Lucilius himself to
justify him from the imputation of envy, by telling you that
he would have done the same, had he lived in an age which
was more refined ;

Siforet hoc nostrum fato delafsits in an'itm*
Deferent sibi nmlia, renders f omtie quod ultra
Perfect um traheretur* etc.

And, both in the whole course of that satire, and in his
most admirable Epistle to Augustus, he makes it his business
to prove, that antiquity alone is no plea for the excellency of
a poem ; but that, one age learning from another, the last
(if we can suppose an equality of wit in the writers) has the
advantage of knowing more and better than the former,
And this, I think, Is the state of the question in dispute. It
is therefore my part to make it clear, that the language, wit,
and conversation of our age, are improved and refined above
the last; and then it will not be difficult to infer, that <rai
plays have received some part of those advantages.

In the first place, therefore, it will be necessary to state,
in general, what this refinement is, of which we treat; and
that, I think, will not be defined amiss, "An improvement
of our Wit, Language, and Conversation ; or, an alteration
in them for the better."

To begin with Language. That an alteration is lately
made in ours, or since the writers of the last age (in which
I comprehend Shakespeare, Fletcher, and Jonson), is mani-
fest- Any man who reads those excellent poets, and com-
pares their language with what is now written, will see it
almost in every line ; but that this is an improvement of
the language, or an alteration for the better, will not so
easily be-granted. For many are of a contrary opinion, that
the English tongue was then in the height of its perfection;
that from Jonson's time to ours it has been in a continual
decimation, like that of the Romans from the age of Virgil
to Statins, and so downward to Claudian ; of which, not
only Petronius, but Quintilian himself so much complains,